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Classroom Observation Form

Teacher Candidate: 
Jay Shafer


Date: 
11/15/2013
 Visit:
CP-1-1


Subject/content Area observed: 
Writing an Introduction (imperialism unit)



Questions about this lesson:

1-How did your objective help you plan instruction and lesson assessment?
2- How did the differentiation you planned work out?
3-How could this lesson be made more student centered- where the students are actively generating ideas rather than passively receiving information?

4-Is there a reason the students not have a copy of the rubric of their own?
5-If you could teach this lesson over right now- what would you change?
Kudos for this lesson:

1-Your Lesson Plan is well written, I especially appreciate the description of possible student difficulties and your plan to remedy. (TPE 1a, 6c, 6d, 7 and 9.)
2-Introducing students to the activities for the day “sets the stage” for what they will do in class that day.  This practice is an important one in developing student understanding. (TPE 1a, 4, 6c, 6d and 7.)

3-Co-teaching compliments!  Tom provided support to your instruction in a very natural and student friendly way! (TPE 4, and 13.)
Suggestions this lesson:

1-I suggest you make your example sentences more student like- I know you were trying to fit all four “w’s” into one sentence, but it made the example too convoluted.  You told the student’s it is better to have just one sentence, but developmentally, this is a pretty huge expectation…..
I suggest two or three sentences would be easier for the students to wrap their minds around.  This is especially true for students with special needs and English Learners.  The idea is they show you what they know, if they can express this in short connected sentences, this should be OK, if they are more capable writers and can compose a sophisticated single sentence then they will.  

Have you seen the book, Elements of Style, by EB White?  It is a small, short text that perfectly explains the “how” of good writing.(TPE 4, 5, 6c, 6d, 7 and 9.)
2-I would also suggest a graphic organizer for the students with the major points from your slides with spaces for the students to write their own ideas.  Graphic organizers help students with formatting decisions which leave them more time to focus on the content.  .(TPE 4, 5, 6c, 6d, 7 and 9.)
3- Here is another idea for you to consider in future lessons.  It is called a “Write-a-Round.”  Turn student desks so there are three or four students facing each other.  Explain the “content” sentence” and have students each write one on their paper.  After so many seconds, pass to the right, the second student adds to or edits the first sentence (introduces synonyms or richer language or adds a complimentary idea), pass to the right, again, 3rd student adds to or edits, when the paper comes back to the original writer, they use the edits or additions to re write their first sentencet in an improved format.
Concerns:

Teacher candidate’s goal for the next lesson

1-Turn in your lesson plan and supporting documents24 hours before the observation to the Moodle- this time it will be the “lesson Plan for your Second Observation” section.
2-Look for a way to make your next lesson more student centered (you can call me for some brainstorming once you have your lesson Objective formed.)
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Teacher candidate signature:                          (Jay Shafer)


Date:
11/20/13
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